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The conundrum of death

by Suthan Ko};ﬂa Kerkera

SEVEN people sat In g semi--

dark room in a house in
Ahmedabad. A voice spoke to
them in a husky tone, stac-
cato sentences and with dis-
tinet Chinese accent.

It predicted “major earth distur-
Bances in South America and North
soon and in California,
UB.A, in the near fufure” This
was in October = 1974, In Riarch,
1975, North-West Turkey was rock-
ed by an earthquake. And the voice
was that of a dead man, who lived
800 wyears ago in China! 5

And =zp unfolds the conundrum
of what Thappens to lfe aftgr
death—a question that beas hauni-
ed man down the ages. A rveply

. could be found only il one helieves

in the supernatural. =

There are people in the world of
the living with exira-sensory per-
ception who  have communicafed
with those long since dead, Thess
giffed  individuals are called me-
diums, individuals choser by the
spirit,s to communicate with people
on earthy

Brian B. Hursi, currently teach-
iny English at B, (Bakubhai
Mansukhbhai)  Institute, Ahmeda-
bad, is one such medium. And the
Chinese spirit mentioned above

snoke during one of his seances in

Ahmedabad.

Hurst is an Englishman who does
a0t guite look like one, He dis-
tinctly looks Frenmch. Nothing un-
usual, ¢f course, at least nof until
he tells you he has reason to believe
that in his former birth he was &
Frenchmati. That a Prench poet’s
spirit haunts him insisting  thab
they Hoth had lived during the
Irench Revoluilon and had been
friends. DBesides, he is a psychic,
clairvoyant, and ielepathic person

. who has had sftrange experiences

during his childhood and has given
public shows in clairvoyance, clair-
eudience and psychometry,

‘One supny day he was havino
fea in the canteen &t B. ML nstie
fute. He picked up a spoon and it
broke infte two, exactly in ' the
centre without pressure. This was
now the first time, says Huret,

A% s sesmce in London, s0me
g }*‘ri,'lrh spirlt mani-

: nrld
hisd chosen him as their nu toz
to do gcad to the world. But I-rurst
does pot know the shape 'of things
to come, “The spiviis will decide
gnd direct me,”” he says.

Every Fridey evening, since Octo=
ber 19974, seven people have a ses-
gion with the spidts in his house in
Ahriedabad. “They are good
friends of mine who are genuinely
interested in helping me develop
my mediumship. For every seance
to be successful there should be
@ peaceful satmosphere and -1 should
b relaxed, ‘There have heen Une
successiul sessions when ihie spie
rits bave not come through. Every
sasslon has been taperecordeé 50
far?

Many aspirits have communicated
with this group. The mosk fre-
guent visitors are Maria Kunz, Wil-
iam John Bryant and the Chiness
spirit Tee Chung-hu, Marle Xunz
i% #aid to have been a Romanlan
nurse while on earth and died 11{;

whe

-'x?epﬂca of “the human volce

some asrknem here, but m hsgﬂef
levels it s day always. There erve
sireets with buildings, empty of
traffic for they are not needed here.
We can come and go fresly. Life
is restricled on earth, The good
Lord cares for us and fakes care
of us, 1 visited Hong Kong and
our shin called at a South Indxan
port on the way. We have lovely
parties ard jolly tfimes here, when
we gebt topether and laugh a lot”.

Before Hurst goes into a trance
he gets g Jnrim;ing and floating
gensation, of gradually becoming
smaller and [ghter. Otfher peopls

in fhe dark room feel a consider-

sble lightening of aimosphers.. “1
feel exbausted after each  seancs

ind when I regain consciousness 1
Just don’t have any ides of what

Brian E. Hurst

hes faken place”. Hurst has yet

to develop the faculty of indepen--

dent voice phenomeng, where ths
medipm dees not po into a france,
out is able to take part in fhe eon-
versaflon that takes place beiween
the spirits and the sitiers. .During
such a phenomena, u life force call-
F{L f-ctnpiasm extdes from the me-

hig. s fashioned m" , a

the ectoplasmic larynz by tha spiz'lts.
Then the communicating ' spirlf
concenirafes : his or her thoughts
intp this, creating vibrations which
reach the sibters on earth a8 ob-
jective sound, The 'larynx  ecan
be seen though the infra-red tele=
gcope. Somefimes, apparitions which
are distinet and separaie from the
medium’s body, which move and

speak, cap be heard, felt end eesen,

Aceording to Hurst this physieal
mediumship 18 an inhom gift and
takes a lonz time and much pati-
ence to be fully developed.

In the tense room  thick - with
ribrations, sometimes one c¢an hear
the laboured bresthing of the me-
dinm (at times, it sounds like lond
snores emanafe from the medium}.
The spirits seem to $alk with great
diffieulty, as exhibited by the slow
pamful dislogue interspersed  with
iong pauses, ab times tapering off
into inaundible whispers. Burst ez~
plains that It is dus to  the fach
thai cvew Bpmt wice ai*’i’cvs af‘ter

hay

Thave

‘desire to be of service in

caued the same In I‘ldia top, His

gagped, sealed up, tied ’mxes up,
heid and yet the voices have come.
I haye not beard anything uoo-
pleasant, bsd or frighiening  dur-
Ing any seance so far,” says Hurst
“There sve some people who don's
usg their psyehie powers in fhe
right way™ Every medinm  has
0 be helved by the epirits to de-
relop himsel? and the psdinm has
to have a guilde s epirit with simi-
lar vibratlons who will, henceforth,
be present ai every seance and ach
as 8 eort of ‘medlator cum organi-
zer’ for each medium. The degres
of development will depend on the
prﬂt

Thus, the medium s but a pup-
pat in the hands of the spiriis, ex-
plains Hurst, He iz unable to pre-
dict whether a seance will be sue-
cessful or not. “The spirld people
cannot be celled scaingt their will
fo communicate with those on earth,
They will come only if they wish
to do so. Besldes, the mental at-
fitude of the sitters I8 very impor-

tent. It should he one of peace,
. love, harmony, and trust. Honast
scepticilsm s no barrier though,

but,” says Hurst, “if the attitude

: of the sliter 1= downright malici-

oug, then possibiy he can inhiblt
the phenamenon

The members of Hurst’s group
in Ahmedabad have recelved oru-

¢ cial evidence of nesr and dear ones

who have pagsed over to the pihar
world. Yet they are disappoinied
that none of them have manifested
=0 far and have only sent messages.
Hurst is at a loss to understand
the reason why no Indian spirits
communicated, He explaing
that it may be because he iz Eng-
Ush  and that too in the early
stages of ﬂevelopment therefore
his vibrations m=y nos correspond
with their’s,

He says, “aibﬁiﬂg with -unkr.own
people i very risky and endan-
fFeTs the Hfe of the medinm.”
Hurst recounted a bad experience
he Thad, when a8 = student he
gt with Swo unknown gitls m
Iondon. As soon @s the voices
¢ame  through, one of the girls
screamed I terror. Immedizately
the ‘entity’ rushed back into
Hurst’s body and he felt he had
been kicked hard on the stomach,

“Y was laid up In bed for three
days. Sinece then I'm very careful
ok Wbﬁdgf_yiﬁhi com
OF jervo e o

&l wth known pﬁﬁple >

Hurst came to India in January
1974, on a third visit. His fermer
two visits were in 1867 and 1573
He was lured fo India “due to 3
Some
capacity or other, Maybe 1 wWas
drawn to Indla because if has
such a wealth of occult and mys-
ticizsm, Besides, I onee read an
sutchlography of an Indian yogl
Paramahainsg Yogana.nda. and was
immensely Impressed. ‘1 even feel
his  spivlt visifed me In London,
for I rememher seelny a hagsy
vision in white which sald, “®ou

will - go to my hometown (Cal-

cutta). This prediction came
true in 1967, when I visited Imdia,
went to Caleufta and visited &als
muit in Dakshineswar ™

Enovn as the “lelepathic tea-
cher” in & London schopl, where
he taught Englsh for three-and-
a-half years, he is clogse to beinz

saying, ‘Go intn the next fleld @
you will find mushrooms in plenty
and, sure enough, as he stepped int

the field ha would find z wide ey
panse of mushoorms, °

Despite nls own psychle expeﬁez
czs he was ‘guite a sSceptic teenaz:
abolt medivm, physical n-a“hes.
m 1 ard spirfuaiism, When he heg

8 tape-recording of his dead unc
voice at 2 seance -vhere his ar.‘-
wWag preseny, he did not really %
lieve that ths dead could Spes
But, hls curiosily gob the betler.:
hwm and spurred him on to his £

sgance. In g dark room tin me
p“‘ﬂl"es were kept round a bowll
water. The medium  went infe
trance and starled suoriug. Soon iy
vin meghanhone started whizrzing?
ross the room at g fantastic =
shining brighfly ss if covereq
Isniniscent paint. Then o male
was heard spesking in a coskney
cent, Hurst, who was 22 years &
feli nervous and surprisingly
beard the voice say, *T wou't
near ya, i ya're feeline wi
(fesllng mervois),

Eg ths sceptic  turned bell
after this session. Vel little dig
realize-then that he was destined
greater things and that his chbs
hood voices were bul g harbinger!
‘things to come’]

And it happened — in the
1260, in a dark room where he
sitting with hie college friends.
we saf talking, T felt mysel? go%

to sleep. Then I lost consclousn
for the next hour. When I Tecover:
I Dad no inkkne of what had ta
placs but for exhaustion’ s
Hurst. While he waz Iulled into F
t“anae, his fri nds were jerked in al
Awarenesy ag Sbtrange volces starter
filtering into th,. room. A vary un
expected encounier with fhe othay
dimension, for Hurst it was the et
ginning of the possibility of his fud
ture ag & medinm. He wag then at-
tending lectiires at the College of
Psychic Sclences, Kensingtan.

One day in Ahmedsbad he found
his house lock with its ley, whick
had been. inserteq into if, meatly
bent sad broken into two on the
table and nobody had fouched it1
That day, as he was talking to the
‘house boy he had felt an ‘extra
Jpresence’ in the room. He saw, a2t
the same time, the French spirit
‘standing near ‘the ‘stairease. “The
broken key was = ‘way of letting
me know thal he was there”, Sa}'a
Hurst.

For several years a = house i
Abmedabad City was haunted by =z
‘ghost’ which pushed the children
dowll and created havoc in the kit-
chen, The distressed owner approa-
ched Hurst 'a few months ago,
Hurst, who had done ‘exorcism’ once
pefore in London, promissd to help,
As soon as he eatered the house
he felt waves of hatred and re-
sentment fill the room. Suddenly, s
male voice started flinging abusive
language 2t Hurst, celling® him an
‘English dog’. The entity claimed
to have been the owner of the pro-
perty and resented it being divided
and owned by low caste people, its
bad maintenance and fhe closura
of a door. Acting as a mediaior
Hurst calmed the spirit and a sei= |
tlement was brought about by ihe
owner. Since then the owner clalms
that theyh have not been trouwled

hast.




